Pycckaa pynetka
(Russian Roulette)

Nature: Performance + Single-Channel Video + Sculptural Bullet Dress

Material: Upright discarded piano, shotgun, .45, .38, .22-calibre bullet shells, wood, brass
Dimensions: 165 x 130 x 50 cm

Production Year: 2013

Public Performances: CCAMS Gallery, Philippine Women’s University, Manila, 2013

A game of chance in life — is it shaped by destiny, fate, or created? This project
takes a discarded piano, deconstructed and destroyed to give it new life. This
discarded piano was shot at with .22-calibre rifles. Sounds of the bullets striking
those strings were recorded and made into another sound piece, revealing a
haunting and tense atmospheric composition. The remaining piano was then
recreated into a new form to configure a roulette. The turning wheel is spun to
strike the remaining strings to play a tune, such as we do in life.

The expression ‘Russian Roulette’ refers to a deadly game of chance where one
loads a revolver with one bullet, spins the chamber and points the muzzle at his
own head and pulls the trigger. Many times we take lethal chances and live ‘at
effect’ of circumstances. My investigations lead to reflections on human behavior
and how mental conversations shape our lives, and sing to many tunes composed
by others. Do we need to feel we are in control of our own lives and choices? Can
we be comfortable with the uncertainties life deals us?
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Pycckana pynetka
(Russian Roulette)

Russian Roulette, 2013
Discarded upright piano base, wood, shotgun and brass bullet shells, 80 x 120 cm
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Pycckana pyneTtka
(Russian Roulette)

Shoo Thing, 2014
Wood, leather, steel, 92 pieces 9mm bullet shells, 45.5 x 51 x 23 cm

Pedal Face, 2014
Wooden parts of discarded piano and wood flooring, steel 65 x 6 x 25 cm
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